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PROPOSED USE OF THE PLENARY POWERS TO CON¬ 
SERVE SPECIFIC TRIVIAL NAMES OF NEW ZEALAND 
MOLLUSCA PUBLISHED IN THOMAS MARTYN’S “ UNI¬ 
VERSAL CONCHOLOGIST ” (1784) 

By R. K. DELL ( Dominion Museum Wellington , New Zealand ), C. A. 
FLEMING (Geological Survey of New Zealand , Wellington, New Zealand), 
C. R. LAWS (Department of Geology, Auckland University College, Auckland, 
New Zealand), J. MARWICK (Geological Survey of New Zealand, Wellington, 
New Zealand), and A. W. B. POWELL (Auckland Institute and Museum 
Auckland, Neiv Zealand) 

(Commission’s reference Z.N.(S.)634) 

In the first two volumes of his Universal Conchologist published in 1784, 
Thomas Martyn illustrated and named many South Sea shells which had 
been brought back to Europe by officers of exploring vessels (including those 
of Cook’s voyages). Martyn’s names have been used for eighty years as the 
valid specific trivial names of eighteen well-known species of New Zealand 
Mollusca. Martyn projected a system of binominal nomenclature of his own, 
differing from the Linnean system, but he never published his system. Modern 
authors have questioned the availability of Martyn’s names under the Inter¬ 
national Rules of Zoological Nomenclature. The writers, five active students 
of the systematics of New Zealand Mollusca, apply to the International Com¬ 
mission to use its plenary powers to conserve Martyn’s specific trivial names 
for eighteen New Zealand species figured in the Universal Conchologist. 

2. Availability of names in Martyn’s “Universal Conchologist”: Ac¬ 
cording to Dali (1905 : 426), E. von Martens (1860) discussed Martyn’s work 
and concluded that his generic names should be rejected but that his specific 
names might stand. Sherborn (1902) accepted Martyn’s specific names. Dali 
himself (1905,1907) after full discussion and a little hesitation accepted Martyn’s 
generic and specific names. Iredale (1921) recorded discrepancies between 
different copies of Volume 4 of the Universal Conchologist. Winckworth (1929) 
re-examined the question of the availability of Martyn’s names; suggested 
“ that the numerous small explanations required to read binominal intention 
into his tables ask for more guess work than is reasonable ” ; and concluded 
“ that one must most reluctantly disregard his beautiful work as far as nomen¬ 
clature is concerned.” Iredale (1930 : 77) wrote : “ The acceptance of the 
names given by Martyn in the Universal Conchologist has been a source of 
much trouble, and Winckworth’s conclusion that, as Martyn was not using a 
binominal nomenclature in the explanation to the plates, Martyn’s names 
be rejected, is herewith confirmed. The beautiful figures provided by Martyn 
have never been excelled, but his proposed system of nominating them was 
never published, and the recognition of Martyn’s temporary names has caused 
much confusion without creating any benefit.” A. MyTa Keen (1937 : 22) 
stated that “ there is considerable room for doubting the nomenclatural 
availability of Martyn’s species,” but tentatively accepted one of his species 
** pending a decision by the International Commission on Zoological Nomen¬ 
clature on the validity of Martyn’s work.” Powell (1946 : 64) noted that 
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“ the status of Thomas Martyn’s names, Universal Conchologist , 1784, is in 
doubt, but it seems clearly a case for a ruling by the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature,” and continued to use Martyn’s names pending 
a definite decision. The above opinions are quoted because it is difficult for 
the present writers, with limited library resources, to form an independent 
opinion of the availability of Martyn’s work. It appears, however, that under 
strict application of the Regies , the names in Martyn’s Universal Conchologist 
are not available under Proviso ( b ) to Article 25 and some parts of the work 
may also be invalid under the new provision concerning publication {Bull, 
zool. Nomend. 4 (7/9): 218). 

3. Use of Martyn’s names for New Zealand Mollusca : Some of 

Martyn’s trivial names were used as valid names or synonyms in the lists of 
New Zealand Mollusca published by J. E. Gray in his appendices to Yate 
{An Account of New Zealand, 1835) and to Dieffenbach {Travels in New Zealand , 
1843) and in Hutton’s first Catalogue of the Marine Mollusca of New Zealand 
(1873) and their use was firmly established in E. von Marten’s Critical List of 
Mollusca of New Zealand contained in European Collections (1873). In the 
latter work, the eighteen names which are the subject of this application are 
used either as valid names of the species to which they have been since applied 
or as synonyms of names subsequently rejected for nomenclatural or taxonomic 
reasons. Most of the names were used or quoted as synonyms by Hutton in 
his Manual of the New Zealand Mollusca (1880), and all but three in his Index 
Faunae Novae Zelandiae (1904). The three omitted from Hutton’s Index 
{Limax opalus, Buccinum arabicum, Mytilus canaliculus) were, however, quoted 
as synonyms in a list two years later (anon., 1906). Hedley (1906) re-examined 
the status of names for New Zealand Mollusca in the light of Sherborn’s (1902) 
assessment of dates and regularity of binominal nomenclature in the works 
of certain eighteenth century writers; as a result, all the eighteen trivial 
names which are the subject of this application became accepted names for 
species of New Zealand Mollusca and have been so used in Suter’s Manual 
of New Zealand Mollusca (1913) and in the later reviews and lists of Iredale 
(1915), Finlay (1927), and Powell (1937 and 1946). No writer during the last 
thirty years has rejected Martyn’s names for New Zealand Mollusca. 

4. Desirability of retaining Martyn’s names for New Zealand Mollusca: 

The species named by Martyn include the most characteristic of 
common New Zealand shells, and rejection of his names would be a setback 
to the stability of the nomenclature used by many amateur as well as professional 
conchologists. Thirteen of the species concerned are the type species of genera. 
Martyn’s figures allow his species to be determined without ambiguity. 

5. Martyn ’$ names for Australian Mollusca : Martyn’s names for 
Australian Mollusca were accepted by Australian systematists prior to Winck- 
worth’s (1929) rejection of the Universal Conchologist as non-binominal. Since 
1929, some authors have continued to use Martyn’s names but others have 
replaced them by the next available name. The present applicants suggest 
that Australian systematists should make separate application to the Inter¬ 
national Commission for the conservation of any names of Martyn, the replace¬ 
ment of which would cause greater confusion than uniformity. 
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6. Application for the use of the plenary powers: In the light of the con¬ 
siderations set forth above and in order to avoid the confusion which would 
follow the strict application of the normal rules in the present case, the 
International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is asked :— 

(1) to give a ruling that in his Universal Conchologist published in 1784 
Thomas Martyn did not consistently apply the principles of binominal 
nomenclature, as required by Article 25 of the Regies , as amended 
by the Thirteenth International Congress of Zoology (see 1950, Bull, 
zool. Nomencl. 4:64-66) and therefore that no name published in 
the foregoing work acquires availability in zoological nomenclature 
in virtue of having been so published ; 

(2) to use its plenary powers to validate each of the eighteen trivial 
names of New Zealand Mollusca published by Martyn (T.), 1784, 
in the work referred to in (1) above, which are enumerated in the 
Annexe attached to the present application ; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Trivial Names in Zoology the 
eighteen trivial names, proposed, under (2) above, to be validated 
under the plenary powers. 
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ANNEXE 


List of specific trivial names published in Martyn (T.)> 1784, 
“ Universal Conchologist ” proposed in the present application 
to be validated under the plenary powers 


Trivial name proposed 
to be validated under the 
plenary powers 

(i) 

Combination in which 
name in Col. (1) was 
published by Martyn in 
1784 or is treated by 
Dali (1905) as having 
been so published 

(2) 

Reference to 
volume ami 
figure in 
Martyn 
“ Univ. 
ConchN 

(3) 

Genus in 
which species 
is currently 
placed 

W 

*arabicum Martyn, 1784 

Bucein [um] arabicum 

2: fig. 52 

Alcithoe 

canaliculus Martyn, 1784 

[Mytilus] canaliculus 

2: fig. 78 

Mytilus 

*crenata Martyn, 1784 

[Helix] crenata 

2: fig. 69 

Amphibola 

denticulata Martyn, 1784 

[Patella] denticulata 

2: fig. 65 

Cellana 

*granosus Martyn, 1784 

[Trochus] granosus 

1 : fig. 37 

Modelia 

Viaustrum Martyn, 1784 

Buccin [um] haustrum 

1 : fig. 9 

Lepsia 

Vieliotropium Martyn, 

Trochus heliotropium 

1 : fig. 30 

Astraea 

1784 




iris Martyn, 1784 

Haliotis iris 

2: fig. 61 

Haliotis 

Hinea Martyn, 1784 

Buccin [um] linea 

2: fig. 48 

Buednulu 

*maculosum Martyn, 

Bucein [um] tnaculosum 

1 : fig. 8 

Cominella 

1784 




*opalus Martyn, 1784 

[Limax] opalus 

1 : fig. 24 

Cantharidus 

*papulosum Martyn, 

Buccin [um] papulosum 

2: fig. 54 

Struthiolaria 

1784 




t punctulatus Martyn, 

[Trochus] punctulatus 

1 : fig. 36 

Venustas 

1784 




purpurata Martyn, 1784 

[Limax] purpurata 

2: fig. 68 2 

Cantharidus 

smaragdus Martyn, 1784 

[Helix] smaragdus 

2: fig. 73 

Lunella 

*sulcatus Martyn, 1784 

[Trochus] sulcatus 

1 : fig. 35 

Cookia 

Higris Martyn, 1784 

Trochus tigris 

2: fig. 75 

Venustas 

* vermis Martyn, 1784 

Buccin [um] vermis 

2: fig. 53 

Pelicaria 


* The species bearing the names thus marked are the type species of the genera in which they 
are currently classified. 


f The species bearing this name in the type species of Maurulla Oliver, 1926, a subjective 
junior synonym of Venustas Finlay, 1926. 

Note .—Martyn did not repeat the generic name where a number of species 
regarded by him as belonging to the same genus follow one another in the ex¬ 
planatory tables. In such cases the names omitted from the tables are given above 
in parentheses according to the compilation of Dali (1905). These are the names 
which it is recommended should be treated as being those with which the trivial 
names in question should be treated as having been published. 







